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I INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
  POLITICS OF LITERATURE. 

A DIALOGUE WITH JACQUES RANCIÈRE 
 

 

The international conference “Politics of literature. A dialogue with 
Jacques Rancière” offers an intellectual platform for the current debate raised 
by the relationship between literature, arts and politics. Literature discloses its 
politicity, confronting new perspectives, from communities of meaning to their 
relationship with biopolitics, the re-reading of utopias, or the dissident 
potentiality of institutions, among others. 

 Fundamental for this open debate are the proposals works of Jacques 
Rancière, for whom literature “is inextricably a science of the society and the 
creation of a new mythology”. From this point of view, it is possible to speak 
about an inevitable link between political and literary practices, between the 
literature and linguistic community. Literature intercedes in the distribution of 
the sensible that reconfigures all political activity. The specificity of literature 
does not depend, from this point of view, on its intransitive use of language, 
but on its way to establish a new regime of the art of writing. Thus, for Jacques 
Rancière, the expression “politic of literature” implies that literature intervenes 
in the relationship between practices, forms of visibility and modes of saying, 
dismantling one or more common worlds. 

 In several works, including La parole muette. Essai sur les contradictions 
de la littérature (1998), Malaise dans l’esthétique (2004), and Politique de la 
littérature (2007), Rancière proposes that literature is a discursive mode of 
discrepancy that contrasts with other ways inclined to consensus (“ethical art”). 
For Rancière, consensus produces a break in the foundation of democracy. 
Democracy is being able to say otherwise, the quintessential space of dissent. 

 On the other hand, the political philosopher Judith Revel has developed 
the foucaultian concept of biopolitics for interpreting the present political 
transformations. Following Foucault’s works, Revel proposes that biopolitics 
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has a literary origin. That is to say, in Foucault’s works, the power of updating 
subjectivity is only possible through an invention act, a creation. And so, she 
recalls, following Michel Foucault and besides concept of utopia, the necessity 
of a recreation “here and now”, a creative power for the social and political 
life. 

 Interested participants may submit a proposal for oral presentation of 20 
minutes on the following topics: 

• The literary, aesthetic and political thought of Jacques Rancière. 
• Aesthetics and politics. 
• Literature and politics. 
• Rhetoric and power. 
• Art and literature after Auschwitz. 
• Biopolitics and literature. 
• Communities of sense. 
• Community, fiction and utopia. 
• Performativity as event and creation of community. 
• Ideology and aesthetics of Post-humanism. 
• Psycho-politics, aesthetics and literature. 
• Arts and disobedience. 
• Arts, globalization and identity. 

 

 Proposal ideas that extend beyond these thematic areas will also be 
considered. Proposals must be submitted by September 10 of 2014 to the 
email politicasliteratura@ugr.es, and consist of: 

• Abstract of approximately 250 words in Spanish and English (the 
oral presentation could be presented in Spanish, English, French, 
or Italian). 

• 5 keywords in Spanish and English. 
• CV of approximately 250 words. 
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